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FROM CELTS AND PLANTARDS TO PLANTAGENETS AND LEEK PLANTS1

E arly Plant-like names may be related to sense found in Greek herbals and to a subsequent “Merovingian
culture”. Also Celtic traditions, assimilated into early Christian teachings, may be traced through to late

medieval times. Such medieval considerations, for the formative meanings of Plant-like names, seem at least
as important as sense derived from modern French and English meanings to the words. Though ideally the
initial DNA evidence should be checked, by measuring more DNA markers, the evidence already casts doubt
on an idea that Plant originated as a widely spread occupational name. Instead, the DNA evidence supports
surviving documentary evidence that an early single-family Plant homeland was near “Celtic” Wales. Early
documentary evidence of Plants elsewhere, however, suggests that the Plants were more than an immobile
single family. Further DNA testing is relevant, not least for the important French and English name Planta-
genet. A strict consideration of the medieval evidence for the Plantagenet name is included in this Chapter as
well as later records for Plant in its evident Leek homeland.

25.1 Diverse views on the meanings of Plant-like names

n discussions of the previous Chapters, three main strands can be identified in unraveling
meanings for Plant-like names. There is (1) commonly supposed sense as a ‘gardener’, (2)
more esoteric ‘soul implant’ sense relating to a ‘progeny’ or ‘child’ meaning of the Welsh
or archaic English word plant, and (3) sense of influence from the historically important

names Plantard and Plantagenet. Much of this Chapter will be concerned with the ‘soul implant’
sense “2” within a possible context of ‘lordly’ influence from “3”. First, it is to be noted however
that the commonly supposed meaning “1” differs between England and France.

A translation into English of the Plant-like name entries in a French surname Dictionary is given
as Table 25.1. This Dictionary cites an impressive list of bibliographic authorities on names2. Much
of what is said is epitomised by the sentence “The existence of names like Plantegenet, Plantegenest
demonstrates especially that the favoured sense is ‘from a planted place (e.g. planted with broom)’
rather than ‘one who plants (e.g. broom)’ ”. Thus, Planterose becomes someone ‘from a place
planted with roses’, rather than a ‘gardener’ as has been supposed by authorities in England. This
French emphasis is not surprising given modern meanings to the French word plant which include a
planted place (e.g. a bed of vegetables) but, apart from the modern English word plantation, this does
not carry over well into English. The French surname Dictionary states that Plante is undoubtedly
a corruption of Planté meaning (from a) plantation of trees or vines. There is no mention of a more
esoteric sense, such as (one who is) ‘planted with soul’ (notably a child or heir), though it might

1I am grateful to Andreas Ardus of Estonia for drawing my attention to some of the material that I have included in
this Chapter (e.g. the on-line French surname Dictionary and the genealogy of Bernard Planteveleu).

2A relevant section on Plant-like names is at the web address http://www.jtosti.com/noms/p6.htm and
there is an extensive bibliography at the address http://www.jtosti.com/noms/biblio.htm
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12 CHAPTER 25. FROM GREEK HERBALS TO LEEK PLANTS

Plantablat,
Planteblat

Present in the Cantal and neighbouring départements, this name is one of several sur-
names beginning with planta, plante. May signify either one who plants corn or a place
planted with wheat. In the same scheme of ideas, one mentions the names Plantefève
(départements 59, 62), Planterose (76, 27), Plantevigne, Plantevignes (07, 32, 47),
Plantevin (07, 84). The existence of names like Plantegenet, Plantegenest (50, 52, 55)
demonstrates that one should favour a place possessing the plant rather than a person
who plants it. In the same spirit, one finds surnames like Plantecoste (15), Plantecote
(16, 17), with the sense of a planted hillside, or still in Normandy Plantefol (place where
it is foolish to plant ?).

Plantadis Characteristic of Limousin (variants; Plantades, Plantadit, Plantady) signifies one who
is originally from a place with the same name. Sense of the place name: ground newly
planted with trees and especially with vines. One finds equally the form Plantade in the
South West (31, 81, 82).

Plantard Name used especially in the Loire-Atlantique, met also in Haute-Savoie. It is in prin-
ciple a place name a planted place (most often with vines), the suffix -ard seems here
to be uncomplimentary (poor ground ?). Note a hamlet le Plantard at Ruaudin (72), or
still les Plantards at Châtillon-Saint-Jean (26), as well as a number of so-called places.

Plante Undoubtedly a variant or mistaken form of Planté (see that name.
Planté Common in the South West (32, 64), it is a place name evoking a plantation of trees or

vines.
Plantecoste,
Plantecote

See Plantablat.

Plantegenet,
Plantegenest

See Plantablat.

Planterose See Plantablat.
Plantevigne,
Plantevignes,
Plantevin

See Plantablat.

Plantier Surname well represented in le Gard, la Drôme and l’Isère. One finds the variant Plantié
in l’Aude and the South West. Signifies one who lives in such a place or who is origi-
nally of a place carrying that name. Sense of the place name: young vine.

Plantureux Used in l’Indre and la Mayenne, the name must signify here a fertile ground, with
abundant harvests.

Table 25.1: Plant-like entries in a French Surname Dictionary as translated into English. (The
numbers in brackets represent standard codes for French Départements.)

be commented that this sense fits a medieval context of beliefs and there is also a well recognised
surname Child. Such a medieval sense for Plant transcends the controversy that arises with diverged
senses to modern French and English words.

25.2 A Medieval Background to the Plant name

he meaning of the Plant name may be rather different from that which is generally sup-
posed. Early concepts of ‘planted spirits’ (Chapter 24) can be related back to sense in the
‘planted’ healing powers of herbs. This relates loosely to concepts of ‘implanted soul’ and
to Welsh borderlands sense of plant as a child or heir. Middle English reference to planted

virtue, planted grace of noble lineage, and the planted Word the Lord might allude to the virtus and
verbum regis (king’s word) relatable to a noble Plantagenet Lord or to still earlier traditions dating
back, for example, to the 5th century conversion of the Merovingians to Christianity. In a medieval
Christian context, the planted Word evidently relates to the descended Holy Spirit of God’s Trinity.
Middle English reference to the plonte of pees can be compared with the Prince of Peace, as the Son
in God’s Trinity. There are also possible connections to earlier pagan beliefs.
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25.2.1 An ancient herbal tradition

W estern botany has its origins in Greece, where two methods seem to have been used for the
study of plants3. One, which may be called the theoretical method, was inaugurated by Aris-

totle (384-322BC). According to him every living thing has soul, which exercises spiritual control
over all vital functions. The other way was empirical study of the practical purposes of plants and
such knowledge found its way into the Corpus Hippocraticum dating from the 5th century BC. An
early herbal, which is attributed to Theophratus (370-285BC), combines both this theoretical and
the empirical approach.

The healing, nutritive, augmentative, and generative powers of plants may lie at the heart of
medieval meanings to Plant-like names (Chapters 23 and 24). Sight should not be lost of the old
theoretical approaches, involving the Lord’s implanting of spiritual life, when trying to understand
the original sense to these names. Our vision should not be clouded by modern theoretical precepts,
or by too much of a preoccupation with gardening. Even the most garden-like name Planterose
may have been related not to gardening or (from a) rose-garden so much as to an ‘implant(er) of
spirits’ which form healing powers, as it should be borne in mind that the healing powers of the
rose were believed to be many. It can be added that healing powers had regal associations for the
Merovingians.

25.2.2 A Merovingian backdrop to such a name as Planteveleu

T he line of Judah is described at some length in the Bible as the Lord’s cherished plant or vine
(Isiah 5:7). Jesus later proclaimed “I am the true vine” (John 15:1). This has been claimed by

some to form the basis of a vine of descent of the Merovingian kings and their offspring, some of
whom allegedly bore the name Plantard as has been published in recent times as a controversial
Razès genealogy. This controversial genealogy includes Bernard Planteveleu (Bernhardus Plantapi-
los) though a more conventional genealogy for him is shown in Figure 25.1.

We may consider a contention that “Merovingian times” may have been in some way relevant to
the origins of Plant-like names. Indeed, according to the European IGI4 and other sources5 of limited
reliability for such early times, the Plant-like name Plantard descended from the Merovingian king
Dagobert II (651-79) and Gisèlle de Razès (653-76), God-daughter of Saint Wilfred of York and
grand-daughter of Tulca (d 642), king of the Visigoths.

More strictly, there appears (so far) to be no impeccable known lineage of descent from the
Merovingians. We can expect that there were many Merovingian descendants however, as the
Merovingians indulged a weakness for paramours that shocked the Church. J.M.Wallace-Hadrill6

surmises that this may represent an ancient usage of polygamy in a royal family which was a family
of such rank that its blood could be neither ennobled or diluted by any match. Royal bastards were
never at a discount because they were bastards. The fortuna of the dynasty, though not the raison
d’être of Frankish kingship, rested in its blood and was shared by those who were of that blood.

The 6th century historian, bishop Gregory of Tours, believed that evil spirits were exorcised by
the invocation of the Merovingian royal name and the virtus residing in it. He evidently believed
contemporary reports of the faithful that a woman with a sick son once approached the Merovingian
king Guntramn of Bergundy (561-92) from behind, removed a few fringes from his royal robe,
soaked them in water and gave the potion to her son to drink, with excellent results. J.M.Wallace-
Hadrill (1962)7 considers that Guntramn was assisted on the road to being ascribed miraculous
powers and grace of sanctity because he was believed to be of the right race of kings. The Catholic

3Gösta Brodin (1950) Agnus Castus: A Middle English Herbal, p 16.
4International Genealogical Index; http://www.familysearch.org/
5M.Baigent, R.Leigh, and H.Lincoln (1996) The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail, pps 261, 276
6J.M.Wallace-Hadrill (1962) The Long-Haired Kings and other studies in Frankish history, pps 203-4.
7J.M.Wallace-Hadrill (1962) The Long-Haired Kings and other studies in Frankish history, pps 99-100, 139, 180,

188.
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Guillaume
b c750
Count of Lodève

(after his father
Théodoric)

Duke of Toulouse 788-806
(after Chorson)

Count of Roussillon
and Razès 790-806
(after Milon or Miron
of Carcassonne)

Monk at Gellone in 806
where he died in 812
=(1) c770-75 gothic
concubine(?)

=(2) Khungund
=(3) Witburge

(1) Béra I
Count of Barcelona 801-20
Count of Razès 806-20
(after his father)

Count of Gérone c810-20
(after Rostaing)

Marquis de Gothie 817-20
Exiled to Rouen in 820
= c795-800 Romilla

Guillemond
Count of Razès 820-26
revolted in 826 with Aizon
against Bernard of Gothie

Argilla
Count of Razès

832(?)-845/6
= c820-25, ?

Béra II
Count of Razès 845/6-858(?)
perhaps revolted in 858 with
Udalric, Marquis de Gothie
since 852.
Razès was divided between
Salomen, Count of Urgell and
Cerdagne (d 870) and Humfrid,
new Marquis de Gothie who
himself revolted in 863/4.
= c845-50, ?

Miron
revolted in 977
property assigned
to Oliba II of
Carcassonne
870-881(?)

Rotrude
= c815-20, Alaric,

Count of Emporiès
832(?)-before 846

Anna
= c830-5, Etienne,

Viscount of Narbonne
several sons

Auriol
d after 846

several other sons and
daughters

(2) ? Théoduin
Count of Autun

(3) Théodoric
Count of Autun c839/40

(3) Héribert
d 830

(3) Rolinde
= Wala

(3) Gaucelme
Count of Lodève(?) and
Roussillon 806-32
(after his father)

Count of Emporiès
c815-32
(after Ermengaud)

Count of Razès 826-32
(after Guillemand)

Marquis de Gothie 829-32
(in stead of his
brother Bernard who
was nominated
Grand Chambrier)

revolted in 832 against
Béranger of Toulouse
and executed by Lothaire
at Châlon/Saone in
832 with his sister
Gerberge

(3) Bernard
Count of Barcelona and
Gérone

Marquis de Gothie 826-32
(after Rampon) then
835-44 (after Béranger)

Count of Narbonne 828-32
(after Liébulf of Arles)
then 835-44

Grand Chambrier 829-32
revolted in 832 against Béranger
with his brother Gaucelme,
revolted then executed by
Charles the Bald in 844.
= 824 Dhouda

Guillaume
Count of Toulouse 844-48
seized Barcelona in 848
and is taken there and
executed in 850

daughters, of which one
may have married c845-50
Bertrand, Count of Agen
and of Bazas, d after 864

Bernard Plantaveleu
b 840
Count of Autun 863
revolted against Charles
the Bald 863-69

Count of Auvergne and of
Rouergue 872-86

Count of Toulouse 875-86
Count of Narbonne and

Marquis of Gothie
878-86

= c 860-65 Leitgarde of
Auvergne

Guillaume
Count of Auvergne and

Narbonne
Marquis of Gothie 886-918
Duke of Aquitaine

Adelinde
= Acfred I, Count of Razès
870(?)-906; son or grandson
of Oliba I of Carcassonne
820-49

Guillaume
Count of Auvergne
and Duke of
Aquitaine
918-26

Acfred
Count of Auvergne
and Duke of
Aquitaine
926-27

other daughters

Figure 25.1: A genealogy for Bernard Planteveleu, translated from a message from Philippe
Fouchaux citing Etudes roussillonnaises,

���
3-2, 1951.
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bishop Gregory makes it clear that the king’s word (verbum regis) could offer protection, in some
instances, against physical attack in the prevailing culture of ‘justice through family bloodfeud’,
even as early as the times of the Merovingian king Clovis I (456-511).

A lordly spiritual tradition is evident in the cult of Guntramn’s predecessor Sigismund, king
of Bergundy, founder of Agaume, opponent of Arianism, and curer of fevers. This list of virtues,
combining regal eminence with powers of spiritual cure, may represent a tradition that continued
on to early Plantagenet times, until discredited in the times of the 14th century ravages of the Black
Death for example. We may, for example, consider the name of Bernard Planteveleu (Planta-Pilus),
the 9th century founder of a duchy of Aquitaine, and note that Planta-Pilus means Plant-Hair. The
sprig of broom, which is an accepted meaning of the Plantagenet name, is hairy. The healing power
of broom can be related to its hairy characteristics, with the Middle English Agnus Castus ascribing
broom the vertue of knitting together broken bones and sinews (Chapter 24). It may accordingly be
considered that the Plantagenet name could have carried connotations of noble healing powers in a
tradition from earlier times.

Concepts of the two substances of spiritual soul and material body were well established in early
Christianity, even though this had been entirely foreign to Judaism before the exile to Babylon. The
Incarnation of God in the body of Christ had become the Christian orthodoxy in 451AD. Boethius
(480-525AD), an acquaintance of the Arian Ostrogothic king Theodoric the Great, had maintained
that not only Christ but also virtuous men could obtain the spiritual substance of divine goodness.
Boethius was exposed to both pagan and early Christian traditions in Italy. The writings of Boethius
were a major influence on the writings of the English scholastic Robert Grosseteste, an acquaintance
of the Plantagenets. The view of the 12th-13th century English scholastic, Robert Grosseteste, was
that humans had a single soul with vegetative, sensory, and intellective operations.

25.2.3 Celtic traditions and the uttering Green Man head

A ccording to Celtic tradition the soul was ‘incarnate’ in the head and souls went temporarily
to the otherworld after death to await rebirth (cf. regeneration or reincarnation). This can be

compared with carved Green Man heads in 11th-15th century Churches and on tombs, spewing
vegetation from the mouth. This has been interpreted as Green Man heads uttering the (planted)
creative Word. We may consider the relevance to the formative Plant name of such a widespread
medieval image, an image that seemingly portrays the vegetative soul. Scholastic evidence for the
vegetative soul has been described in some detail in earlier Chapters. It can be added that belief in
the vegetative may have gone beyond the pervasive teachings of the Christian schoolmen and may
be related back to earlier pagan beliefs.

Celts are, strictly speaking, the many people who speak Celtic languages. In pre-Roman times
their influence was widespread extending across most of modern Britain, Belgium, France, northern
Spain, with outposts as far to the east as Asia Minor. Today the Celtic languages fall into two main
groups — Goedelic languages are Irish, Scots Gaelic, and Manx while the Brythonic or Cymric
languages are Welsh, Breton, and Cornish. The old Gaelic word cland meaning ‘family’ can be
compared with the ‘Welsh’ or archaic English8 word plant meaning ‘child’. It is possible that
the main influence on the Plant surname was a Celtic ‘soul implant’ meaning ‘child’ and, more
generally, similar traditions may have influenced the meanings of other Plant-like names throughout
France, though most of the early Celtic evidence has been lost for mainland Europe9. From the 5th
century onwards, it was the monks in Ireland who took great care to write down the ancient Celtic

8In fact the Welsh word plentyn means ‘child’ and plant is the plural meaning ‘children’ bit, in archaic English, such
as near Chester, plant means a ‘young person’ or ‘heir’.

9The Romans gained victory between 59 and 49BC over the Celtic tribes living in Gaul (France) but the Celts continued
to worship their own gods and goddesses until the official adoption by the Romans of the Christian faith. Even in distant
Ireland, the influence of Christianity was soon felt but, there, conversion did not mean the wholesale destruction of the
Celtic heritage.
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sagas, and a small group of stories was recorded also in Wales10.
The magic cauldron of Dagda, the great god of Irish mythology, was associated with plenty

as well as with rebirth. This may be compared with later ideas of the nutritive, augmentative, and
generative powers of the vegetative soul.

A relevant Celtic myth is of Bran the Blessed, called Bendigeidfran in Wales, a British king
who managed to avoid war with the Irish king Matholwch by presenting him with a magic cauldron,
which could bring men back to life without restoring their speech. Despite the gift, Bran’s sister was
maltreated by her husband, Matholwch, and Bran sailed to Ireland with a great army where every
Irish man was slaughtered and only seven of Bran’s army survived, with Bran himself mortally
wounded by a poison arrow. On his deathbed, Bran told his followers to cut off his head which was
still able to eat and talk on the journey back and which, according to later additions to the myth, was
taken to London to ward off foreign invaders and was later used by King Arthur for its power.

Evidence for Green Man heads is widespread throughout Britain, Europe, and the east (Ta-
ble 25.2). A more elaborate exposition of a tradition for talking severed heads is found in the tale
of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight which is associated with the 14th century Plant homeland
(Chapter 23)

25.2.4 A strict consideration for the important name Plantagenet

A ccording to a book by John Sleigh (1862)11 , the name Plant is supposed to be corrupted from
Plantagenet. This indicates, at least, that there was belief in the 19th century that Plantagenet

had influenced the sense of the Plant name. Before that, one might speculate as to whether the name
Plant formed in 13th century times amongst auxiliary duties to the “Plantagenets” or whether, like
the Plantagenets, the Plants came to east Cheshire from France. An earlier Chapter (Chapter 19)
described proximities between the first known English Plant-like names and the Warrens (Planta-
genets) though it should be added that extant medieval evidence is scant for medieval usage of the
Plantagenet name.

There is considerable interest in possible descent from the “Plantagenets”12 with many relating
themselves to mixed male and female lines descending through the relatively well documented
peerage. The Complete Peerage13 (CP) is a much esteemed secondary14 source for this purpose
and, though its main focus is not the Plantagenet name, it is worth noting some pertinent extracts
from it.

The Complete Peerage (Volume XI Appendices) states on page 141, in an appendix relating in
part to Geoffrey, count of Anjou (1113-1151):-

This famous nickname occurs as Plantegenest, in John of Marmoutier’s Preface to the
“Gesta Consulum Andegavorum” (Chroniques des Comtes d’Anjou, p 170), and as Plante Gen-
est in Wace, Roman de Rou (ed. Andresen), vol ii, p 437, ll 10300-02, 10305. The most likely
explanation of its origin seems to be the traditional one, that Geoffrey was accustomed to wear
a sprig of broom (planta genista) in his cap or helmet (Norgate, England under the Angevin
Kings, vol. i, p 261). It is curious that, although this is the reason given by Green, Hist. English
People, vol. i, p 151, Mrs Green says that Geoffrey was so called “from his love of hunting over
heath and broom” (Henry II, p 6). This may be deduced from Wace (loc. cit.):

“E al contre Geffrei son frere,
Que l’en clamont Plante Genest,

10Arthur Cotterell and Rachel Storm (1999) The Ultimate Encyclopedia of Mythology.
11John Sleigh (1862) A History of the Ancient Parish of Leek, p 33.
12I have been involved in discussions on the electronic mailing lists PLANTAGENET-L@rootsweb.com and

PLANTAGENET-DESCENDANTS-PROJECT-L@rootsweb.com about such matters though the latter list has gen-
erated only heated comments and no further light on the topic of Plant-like names.

13The Complete Peerage or a history of the House of Lords and all its members from the earliest times has been
developed in 14 large volumes throughout the span of the 20th century.

14Primary sources are documents dating back to the times in question whereas secondary sources are subsequent
accounts of the times.
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In Church and other carvings, there are four main types of Green Man: the foliate head in which the face
becomes leaves, the spewing or uttering head where leaves and foliage emerge from the mouth, the ‘blood-
sucker’ head where branches and leaves spring from the eyes and ears as well as the mouth, and Jack in the
Green which is often simply a head peering out of a frame of foliage.
Roman columns of the 6th century AD show the Green Man as a foliate head, which seems to have been the
dominant form until the appearance of spewing heads on tombs and carvings in 12th century Romanesque
churches. The image of a Green Man spewing foliage has been considered to be represent the uttering of the
logos or creative Word, possibly illustrating the cycle of death and regeneration. This can be compared with
Grosseteste’s 12th-13th century model of the soul, which included the vegetative operations of the nutritive,
the augmentative, and the generative — these can be readily related to the mouth not only eating but also
uttering the (planted) Word of growth and regeneration. There are also carved heads of cats spewing foliage
and, for Grosseteste and others, animal souls also contained vegetative operations.
Rosslyn Chapel, for example, was built by William Sinclair in the 15th century and it has been associated with
the medieval order of the Knights Templars who, amongst other things, were said to worship the cat. There
are said to be 103 images of the Green Man in that Chapel and only one of Jesus. More generally, similar
images are found widely dispersed throughout England, Western Europe, and the East. Such carvings may
be taken as clues about the importance of the vegetative soul and the planted Word before the Reformation.

Left: carved wooden roof boss, Sampford Courtenay, Devon. Right: carved keystone in arch of Fountains
Abbey, North Yorkshire.

Table 25.2: Medieval Green Man heads (after Mike Harding (1998) A Little Book of The Green
Man)
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Qui mult amout bois e forest.”

However, it is more likely that Geoffrey’s love of wood and forest was inserted for the purpose
of rime than as an explanation of his nickname. It was not until some centuries later that
Plantagenet was supposed to be the surname of his family and was attributed to his descendants
generally (ante, vol. i, p 183, note “c”; Barron, in Ancestor, no 5, pp 62-64)

The Complete Peerage15 dwells on the assumption of the name Plantagenet by Richard duke
of York stating ‘He appears to have assumed this name about 1448’. Indeed, Volume I (written
by Vicary Gibbs in 1910) states on page 183 that ‘the name [Plantagenet], although a personal
emblem for the aforesaid Geoffrey [of Anjou], was never borne by any of his descendants before
Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York’. This use of the word ‘never’ contrasts with the usual adage
that ‘absence of extant evidence is not evidence of absence’ — in other words, we might comment
that no-one can know that the Plantagenet name was never used albeit that the statement of ‘never’
fulfils argumentum ad ignorantum whereby we are ignorant that it was ever used. We may note that
the extant evidence at least begs the question of how it was that a tradition for the Plantagenet name
survived from the 12th to the mid 15th century. Volume XI16 (written by Geoffrey H White in 1949)
considers descent from Richard duke of York stating on p 402 that ‘She [Margaret Plantagenet] was
the last surviving member of the great royal house of Anjou, now usually known as the Planta-
genets’. It is hence often surmised that the first person to adopt (i.e. who is known to have adopted)
Plantagenet as an explicit surname was Richard of York, father of Edward IV and Richard III, and
that this surname died out with the last such Plantagenet, Richard’s grand-daughter, Margaret Poole
Plantagenet, who was executed (vilely) at the orders of Henry VIII on 27th May 1541.

It needs to be added, however, that the Complete Peerage does not mention a further notable
piece of evidence. The Plantagenet name appears many times in the index to the Close Rolls and,
though the entries themselves do not generally mention the name explicitly, there is a rare exception.
The Close Rolls in fact show (Chapter 17) the PLAUNTEGENET name was in use in 1266 (reign of
Henry III) and this is around the times of the first known evidence for the Plant surname in England.
Galfrido Plauntegenet, serjent at arms, Wodestock (the royal palace near Oxford) is mentioned in
connection with garderobe duties to the king. The Close Rolls include registered copies of Letters
Close issued by the royal Court of Chancery and the 1266 entry mentioning Galfrido Plauntegenet
is:-

De robis datis. - Mandatum est Ricardo de Ewell’ et Nicholoa de Turri emptoribus garder-
obe regis quod habere faciant Hugoni de Cave Thome de Dunclent, Waltero le Marschall’, ..
(3 more names) .., Galfrido Plauntegenet, .. (14 more names) .. servientibus nostris ad arma
equitibus, .. (21 more names) .. quatuor janitoribus et quatuor vigilibus peditibus in munitione
Turris nostre Lond’ commorantibus, robas, videlicet unicuique eorum unam robam, hac vice de
dono regis. Teste rege apud Wodestok xx. die Decembris.

This apparently relates to an instruction in the king’s name for Ricardo de Ewell’ and Nicholoa de
Turri to carry a garderobe to various people, including Galfrido Plauntegenet, perhaps at a military
camp17.

It is proper that this primary evidence from the Close Rolls is considered alongside the com-
ments for Plantagenet in the Complete Peerage. The Complete Peerage might otherwise give the
false impression that the Plantagenet name was not being used in the 13th century, at the time of the

15CP XII/2, p 905.
16CP XI, pp 319-402 (with corrections in CP XIV).
17The Warren earl of Surrey had fought for the king at Lewes in 1264 where the king was captured and the earl fled to

France. The earl returned to England in 1265 and freed the king at the battle of Evesham. It is largely on the basis of such
speculation that it might be thought a ‘reasonable fabrication’ that the Plantagenet name was being used by the Warren
affinity, as indicated in entries of the ‘accordingly fabricated’ CJCLDS Ancestral File (as outlined in Chapter 19). There
is no known direct evidence to support this fabrication however.
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first known evidence for the Plant name. The precise nature of the relationship of Galfrido Plaun-
tegenet to the so-called “Royal House of Plantagenet”, or indeed the precise nature of a connection
of Plauntegenet to the Plant name, is not clear from this primary evidence however.

25.2.5 Reaching back to medieval sense before the Renaissance

S urname meanings should be mundane, Mundane, that is, to a medieval mind. For Plant-like
names, we need to ‘unlearn’ many centuries of post-Renaissance science, looking for clues in

scholastic writings, to try to reconstruct the beliefs of such a person as the medieval herbarius or
of one familiar with uttering Green Man heads. Despite the intellectual challenge of this task, the
aim is to return to ideas that were commonplace at the time, despite perhaps the beliefs taking on a
somewhat incomprehensible air to us. Certainly there was nothing new about belief in the spiritual
powers of herbs and such ideas remained intact through the Middle Ages. The De Naturis Rerum
of Alexander Nequam (1157-1217), for example, was a collection of spiritual interpretations of
natural phenomena and, from such evidence, it seems that anagogical or spiritual meanings were
commonplace in natural history. Heraldry also featured in the prevailing culture though, without
some further explanation, we might question why there was any interest, per se, in identifying a
particular emblem (one of the many emblems of the ‘Plantagenets’) as the species planta genista. It
may have been belief in the healing powers of the sprig of broom that gave a particular significance
to the name of this royal dynasty. Being healed is one of the basic desiderata of life, in any age, and
though the emphasis has since changed from the ‘spiritual’ to the ‘biochemical’, the noble healing
powers of the broom may explain an “early prosaic” significance to the Plantagenet name. Similarly,
the most significant sense of the name Planterose may have been an ‘implant(er) of spiritual love
and healing powers’ despite the fact that ‘gardening’, which springs to our modern minds, has since
become the most popular hobby in England.

From the Middle Ages onwards, a distinction was made between divine or natural magic (some-
times called white magic) and, on the other hand, petty sorcery, necromancy, and conjuration. A
spiritual sense to Plant-like names falls into the former category and it can be regarded as accept-
able in medieval Christian times. With the 15th century spread of Hermetic Wisdom following
the Renaissance, Johanan Alemanna wrote that the ancient Israelites ‘were taught to believe in the
possibility of causing certain spiritual forces and emanations to descend from above by means of
preparation made by men for that purpose, such as talismans, garments, and certain objects whose
purpose is to cause the descent of certain spiritual power ... ’. In other words, along with the
passive ‘planted Word’ of the Lord, it became more the norm to believe that men themselves could
actively induce ‘planted spirits’. Pico della Mirandola (1463-94) of the Florentine Academy wrote
‘whatever seed each man cultivates will grow to maturity and bear in him their own fruit’ adding ‘so
does the magus wed earth to heaven, that is, he weds lower things to the endowments and powers of
higher things’. The medieval sorcerer had been largely an outcast from the Church’s near monopoly
on learning18 but, according to Frances Yates19, it was Pico who ‘first boldly formulated a new po-
sition for European man ... to control his destiny by science’. Paracelsus (1493-1541) drew on an
old parallel between botany and alchemy when he wrote ‘As the physician infuses herbal virtues
into the sick man, and so heals his disease, so the magus infuses into man the heavenly virtues just
as he has extracted them’. This seemingly reflects a tradition, applicable to the name Planterose
for example, of comparing implanted healing powers of plants, such as the rose, with an implanted
spirit of heavenly love. With the Renaissance, it seems to have become more the province of any
magus, rather than just a Catholic priest, to invoke any sort of heavenly spirit, rather than just the
planted Word of the Lord. By then, Plant-like names were already well established — it seems that
their initial sense is to be regarded mainly as ‘implants of the Lord’s creative Word’, perhaps in

18M. Baigent and R. Leigh (1997) The Elixir and the Stone: A History of magic and Alchemy, pps 86-7, 127-9, 149,
166.

19F.A. Yates (1978) Giordano Bruno and Hermetic Tradition, p 116.
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response to holy plaints by a priest, rather than as spirits invoked by ‘magicians’ who came more to
the fore with the onset of European man’s right to practice ‘science’.

25.2.6 Associable meanings for Plant-like names

A medieval Plant-like tradition can be dated back at least to the 9th century Aquitanian times of
Bernard Planta-Pilus. A tradition of Plant-like names seemingly lingered on into modern times

in England with the Plant name in Prestbury parish, in proximity in east Cheshire to the Warrens
(who belonged to the so-called “Plantagenet” family).

The Plant-like name Plantard has been associated with 7th century France, albeit on the basis
of rather contentious evidence. More certainly, in a modern French Telephone Directory20 , there
are occurrences of Plantard (425 entries), Plantade (334 entries), and Plantadis (58 entries). In me-
dieval Latin, Plantada is a variant of Plantata which means ‘a place planted (such as with vines)’
while Plantatio means a ‘foundation, erection, or construction (such as of a church)’21 . In modern
French, plantard means a squared trunk of a tree, which could be associated with early construction.
If we cast the net more widely, we may note that Ardo was the last Visigothic ruler (713-720) of
Septemania (around SW France) — it is said that Ardo is an abbreviation of Ardablast, a Visigothic
prince who returned from Armenia, and that Arta is common in Persian names meaning ‘justice,
daughter of the Wise Lord’. According to an old-Persian Dictionary arta means righteousness22 23.
We can hence construct a meaning an ‘implanter of righteousness’ for Plant-Ard which rather re-
sembles the evident meaning an ‘implanter of contrition of sin’ for the 13th century Middle English
name Plantefolie. More particularly, the name Plantard is found mostly in Brittany. In Breton24, ard
means ‘art’ or ‘craft’ and meanings of the verb plantañ include ‘to implant’ and so, in a medieval
context, we can translate Plant-Ard as an ‘implant(er) of divine skill’.

Some other modern French names are listed in Figure 25.2. They include Plante (817 entries
in a modern French Telephone Directory), Planty (105), Plantie (102), Plantiveau (49), Plantavin
(17), Plantevigne (16) — they relate as much to plenty as to vegetable growth and, for example, as
much to a God-like spirit of wine as to the planted vine. Many of these names, including the 13th
century English spellings Plante and Plente, can accordingly be associated with ‘a planted spirit
of nutritive generosity, abundant growth, and fertile generation’ — this is in keeping with Pseudo-
Dionysian tradition and with medieval models of the vegetative soul (Chapter 24). Another modern
surname is Planta (60 entries in France and 80 in Italy). In medieval Latin, planta can mean a newly
planted vine, sole of foot, or the foundations of a building. The etymology of the Gaelic word clann,
meaning ‘descendants’ or ‘tribe’, can be associated with an ‘offshoot’ meaning of the Latin word
planta25 (cf. newly planted ‘vine’ or ‘progeny’)26 .

The French surname Planterose (52 entries) is found also in 13th century England. In Agnus
Castus the rose is ascribed many healing powers and Planterose can have sense as an ‘implanter
of rose spirits’ or, for example, an ‘assuager of fever’. It can be added that the Merovingian king
Guntramn transmitted sovereignty to his nephew by the symbol of the spear, a symbol sometimes as-
sociated with Woden27 — with such a tradition, the English bye-name Plantefene might be thought
to take on implications of hereditary transmission in its senses of an ‘implanter of happy spirits’ or a
‘spear implanter’ and this may be related to sense of plant as ‘child’ or ‘heir’. Others have associated

20http://www.infobel.com/france/default.asp
21Albert Blaise (1975) Dictionnaire Latin-Français des Auteurs du Moyen-Age.
22http://www.avesta.org/znames.htm
23http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/PROJ/ARI/opLexindex.html
24Roparz Hemon (1958) Dafar Geriadur Istorel ar Brezhoneg: Contribution à un Dictionnaire Historique du Breton.
25Eric Partridge (1958) Origins: a short Etymological Dictionary of Modern English, p 501.
26The ‘Welsh’ and Gaelic meanings ‘child’ and ‘clan’ of plant can be considered to be pertinent to a single-family

surname. There are various traditional links along the Atlantic coast of Europe — for example, the controversially
alleged progenitor of the Plantard family, Dagobert II, is said to have been exiled to Slane in Ireland as a child before
moving to Northumbria and returning to power in France.

27J.M.Wallace-Hadrill (1962) ibid, p 201.
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(Numbers in brackets below represent the numbers of entries in a French Telephone Directory)
Name Region Departments in Region with high numbers
Plantard (425) Bretagne Marbihan (63), Ille-et-Vilain (35)

Pays de la Loire Loire-Atlantique (54), Maine-et-Loire (18)
Bourgogne Saône-et-Loire (27), Nièvre (24)

Plantade (334) Midi-Pyrénées Haute-Garonne (39), Tarn-et-Garonne (37), Tarn (20)
Plantadis (58) Limousin Corrèze (18), Haute-Vienne (5)
Plante (817) Aquitaine Pyrénées-Atlantique (64), Gironde (41), Lot-et-Garonne (37),

Landes (28)
Midi-Pyrénées Haute-Garonne (42), Gers (35), Hautes-Pyrénées (23)

Planty (105) Poitou-Charentes Charente-Maritime (9), Vienne (7), Charente (5)
Midi-Pyrénées Tarn (13), Haute-Garonne (7)

Plantie (102) Midi-Pyrénées Haute-Garonne (10), Ariège (8), Gers (8)
Langedoc-Roussillon Aude (16)
Aquitaine Lot-et-Garonne (10)

Figure 25.2: Modern Distribution of some Plant-like names throughout the Regions of France
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Plantefene with ‘hay’, through the Latin word faenum. With a similar predisposition to adhere to an
agricultural sense, Plantablat has been associated with ‘corn’ by comparison with the French word
blatier meaning corn chandler. However, if one considers instead the Latin word blatero meaning
a prater or babbler or blatherskate or blatterer, we glimpse in Planteblat the utterings of a ‘shaman’
and hence arrive at a link to the well established meaning of a ‘plant(er) of the creative Word’.

Further clarification for the early origins of Plant-like names may arise with DNA testing which
might connect the Plant surname to specific other Plant-like names. So far, a characteristic Y-
Line DNA signature for Plant, applying for example to the east Cheshire Plant homeland, has been
related by DNA evidence to the name spelling ���������
	 which might be an abbreviation of the French
surname Plantinet (12 entries in a modern French Telephone Directory) or for example Planteblat
or Plantar(d/t) or Plantagenet.

25.3 The Dissolution of the Monasteries and Plants at Leek

he parish of Leek28 lies in the Totmonslow Hundred of NE Staffordshire, adjoining east
Cheshire, in England, as indicated in Figure 25.6(b). History records29 the existence of
various Plants in this parish. In 1522, Martin Luther had produced a printed German trans-
lation of the Bible and, in 1525, William Tyndale had added a printed English translation,

thereby removing the Catholic priests’ near monopoly on the interpretation of God’s planted Word.
Plantagenet fortunes appear to have suffered a decline around the times of Henry VIII’s ensuing
Dissolution of the Monasteries (1538) and various misfortunes also beset some of the Plants. As
already mentioned, Margaret Poole Plantagenet was executed by Henry VIII in 1541. In 1539, there
is a record that fees and annuities had been paid to Lawrence Plunte before the Dissolution of Dieu-
lacress Abbey in Leek (Staffordshire). In 1545, a William Plant complained about harassment on
his lands at Keele30 (Staffordshire). Around 1565-7, Elizabeth, Christopher, and Thomas Plante
were deforced (Chapter 18) from significant properties in Leek (Staffordshire). There are records
in the IGI, from around those times, for the spelling Plantt (a possible abbreviation) in Oxfordshire
(1540), Lincolnshire (1565), Worcestershire (1577), Cheshire (1581), Leicestershire (1586, 1637),
London (1661), and Staffordshire (1682). It is known for example that the Crown retained Heaton
Manor (Figure 25.6(c)) after the Dissolution of the Monasteries until 1614, when it was sold to a
William Tunnicliffe of Bearda Farm and a William Plant also of Heaton. They sold it in 1629.

There are many records for 17th century Plants at Leek in the 1984 version of the IGI31. These
do not readily connect to form extensive Plant families. Even so, a summary has been formed of
the 17th century Plant records in the full parish register for Leek which, unlike the IGI, includes
burial information and some indications of where in the parish Plants were residing. This is shown
as Figures 25.3 to 25.5. The incomplete nature of the Plant records for Leek parish might relate, for
example, to lost information due to nonconformity. Protestant nonconformity was widespread in the
later 17th century, with Presbyterians and Quakers particularly numerous. A Quaker meeting house
was opened in Leek town in the late 1690s and it appears to have been the largest in Staffordshire

28The grandeur of the scenery in Leek parish caught the imagination of Richard Plot when he visited the area in about
1680. He wrote enthusiastically of the rocks of the district, ‘some of them kissing the clouds with their tops, and running
along the mountainous ridges for some miles together’. In 1708 Thomas Londale, later vicar of Leek, visited Leekfrith
‘to view some of our Moorland wonders’ and found the Roaches ‘one of the most romantick prospects of Nature, far
beyond Dr Plott’s description’ (Victoria County Histories: Staffordshire, Vol VII Leek and the Moorlands, (OUP 1996),
p 78). The usual building material from the 17th century onwards was stone. Earlier buildings had often been of timber,
and timber framing was used for the internal walls well into the 18th century. Brick, which became widespread in Leek
in the 18th century, made an occasional appearance in the rural area of the parish but stone continued as the main material
throughout the 19th century.

29Victoria County Histories:Staffordshire, Vol VII, ibid, pps 48, 115, 187, 194, 235.
30William Plant of Keele complained to the Star Chamber of Henry VIII on 3 May 1545. Keele lands subsequently

belonged to the Sneyd family and William Plant’s compliant was that he was harassed by armed men commanded by
William Sneyd of Bradwall. Roots and Branches, Issue Number 18, p 55.

31International Genealogical Index, ibid.
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Law.
m(1) Mary
?m(2) 20.2.1655 Leek

Joan Plant
?m(3) 26.3.1657 Leek

Anne Gent

Laurence
bap 15.5.1640 Leek
= Mary Masterson
?m 11.12.1680

Mary Lomas
?became Lawrence of Bakewell

Law.
bap 17.10.1678 Leek
?m Margerie

Maria, bap 18.6.1703 Leek

Martha, bap 1.1.1705 Leek

Jhn, bap 31.9.1706 Leek

Mary, bap 6.10.1708 Leek

William, bap 14.2.1711 Leek

Margery, bap 1.8.1712 Leek

cf. further children (1684-9) in Figure 14.1
of Lawrence of Bakewell

Marg.
bap 2.10.1645 Leek

Hannah
bap 23.5.1658 Leek

Tho.
bap 10.4.1663 Leek

?Law.
bap 6.1.1686 Leek

Figure 25.3: Some 17th century Plants at Leek

in the early 18th century. In 1723 Elijah Hall registered his house in nearby Longnor as a meeting
place for Quakers. By 1731 a Quaker named James Plant was Longnor’s headborough.

The ancient ‘Quarters’ of Leek parish are shown in Figure 25.6(c). Each Quarter had its own
overseer of the poor by the 1660s. In the Quarter of Leekfrith, there are records of 17th century
Plants at Blackshaw Moor and at Redearth. Redearth Farm still exists at the end of a track to the
north of the Leek-Macclesfield road which crosses the SW corner of Leekfrith Quarter. This site
was occupied by the times of the early 16th century. By the later half of the 17th century there
were two houses at Redearth of which only one survives. Rebuilt in the 17th century, the surviving
house has a third storey with windows evidently inserted to provide light for weaving; in 1666 the
house was occupied by a weaver, John Plant. Figure 25.4 includes Plants of Red Earth in 1636,
1637, 1649, 1655/6, 1657, 1657/8, 1660, 1665, 1682, 1686, and 1688-93. Silk working had become
established in Leek town by the 1670s. By 1711 the movement of population into the town of Leek
from the Quarters of Leekfrith, Bradnop, and Endon had created a burden on the Leek and Lowe
Quarter.

Blackshaw Moor lies across either side of the Leek-Buxton road which forms a straight east-
most boundary between Leekfrith and Tittesworth Quarters (Figure 25.6(c)). Blackshaw Moor was
inhabited by the 1640s. Richard Plant and his family were described as of Blackshaw Moor in 1644,
and the Plants may have settled there in the 16th century, three farms in Tittesworth being held by
three members of the Plant family in 1542.
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Nicholas of Fould bur 25.4.1634

William Eliz John, bap 17.8.1634 (of Fould)

Thos. Marg.
Tho., bap 18.10.1634

Sarah, bap 16.8.1637 (of Fryth)

Marg. of Redearth (widow) bur 12.10.1637

John ?bur 20.10.1637 (of Red Earth) Anne Tho., bap 9.10.1636 (of Red-earth)

T. Alice Joseph, bap14.7.1639 (of Fryth)

Rob. m 10.6.1642 Eliz Johnson Eliz, bap 26.7.1648 (of Frith)

Rich m 25.2.1642/3 T(h)omazine Allen

Ellen, bap 4.6.1644 (of Blackshaw More)

Anne, bap 31.8.1646 (of Blackshawmore)

Eliz, bap 16.5.1648 (of Blackshawmoor)

? of Red Earth bur 10.12.1649

Spurius, James of Blackshaw-moore bur 18.12.1652

Mary of Blackshaw-Moor-Head (widow) bur 6.12.1655

Law Plant of Rudierd m 20.2.1655/6 Joan Plant of Red Earth

Law m 26.3.1657 (of Redearth) Anne Gent Hanah, bap 23.5.1658

Tho of Red Earth bur 29.1.1657/8 (aged 82)

Sam of Redearth m 30.4.1657 Ann Turner of Ipstones

Sam of Redearth m 4.4.1660 Mary Lownes, d of Peter Lownes

Joan of Leekfrith m 24.9.1662 Sampson Shoopplebotham

Tho of Redearth bur 15.6.1665

Richard Plant m 3.12.1668 (of Leekfrith) Anne Plant
?Rebekah, bap 18.2.1686 Grindon (twin)

?Sarah, bap 18.2.1686 Grindon (twin)

(?Dorothy) of Frith m 27.12.1669 Matt Tompkinson

Rich Dor
Eliz, bap 18.4.1670 (of Stonycliffe)

Dor, bap 18.8.1682 (of Foker)

Tho. of Hazlewood bur Nov 1675

John Mary Will., bap 16.11.1679 (of Blackshawmoor)

Hannah of Redearth m 3.9.1682 James Nixon of Rushton

T. Law., bap 6.1.1686 (of Red Earth)

Tho. Jane

Tho., bap 9.2.1688 (of Red Earth)

James, bap 25.7.1689 (of Red Earth)

Jane, bap 31.1.1691/2 (of Red Earth)

male, bap 14.8.1693 (of Redearth)

Sarah Plant of Blackshawmoore = John Bagnold of Halhouse Job., bap 26.11.1690

Jos/Joseph m 8.2.1693 (of Leekfrith) Jane Johnsone

Joseph, bap 25.1.1694 (of Newgrange)

Thomas, bap 1.8.1698

Lydia, bap 14.8.1701

Hanh., bap 14.5.1703

Figure 25.4: Leek Plants: I. 17th Century in Leekfrith Quarter (Plants stated to be of Leekfrith,
Fryth, Hazlewood, Red Earth, Fould, Foker, Newgrange, and Blackshaw Moor)
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Nich. (of Leek) bur 25.4.1640 Joan (of Leek)
Sarah, bap 12.6.1636

Marg., bap 19.8.1638

Sarah m 25.3.1637 John Watson

Eliz m 3.12.1637 John Cash

Alice m 30.12.1638 Tho. Clowes

Anna (of Low) widow bur 15.3.1638/9

Eliz. (wife of W.Plant of Low) bur 7.6.1639

W.Plant (of Low) bur 21.6.1639

Tho bur 29.7.1639 (of Leeke) Tho., bap 10.10.1638 (of Leek)

Eliz. m 11.5.1649 Ralph Heywood

Anne m 10.5.1651 Wm. Morris

Sarah m 25.6.1651 James Clowes

James Alice Ellen, bap 27.1.1655/6

Ellen m 5.3.1655/6 John Toft

Sam Anne
daughter Jone, bur 3.3.1657/8 (of Tettisworth)

Eliz, bap 4.10.1666 (of Tetesworth)

Jane m 12.3.1655/6 Lewis Hackwood of Cheddleton

Alice (d of Tho. Plant) m 11.5.1657 Richard Heath (yeoman)

Joane Plante (of Leek) m 10.6.1657 Randall Spenser (of Newbald Astbury)

Jane (of Fout) m 13.10.1662 John Ash (of Rudyerd)

Sam
Thom, bap 2.4.1663 (of Bradshaw)

male, bap 9.5.1667 (of Bradshaw)

Alice (of Barnyate) bur 16.11.1665

Tho male, bap 28.1.1666

Widow of Rudyerd bur 25.4.1666

The wife of James of Blackedgemoor bur 5.5.1666

Tho Agnes
Mary, bap 26.12.1666 (of Brownsort)

Anna, bap 6.11.1668 (of Brownsott)

Alice (of Stonycliffe) m 10.4.1667 Will Fallowes (of Leek)

Tho m 29.12.1669 (of Leek) Eliz Smith Sarah, bap 17.11.1670 (of Leek)

Tho of Hurd Low m 15.2.1670 Jane Bromly of Elkeston (parish of Alstonfield)

Eliz (of Middlehulme) m 3.2.1670/1 Sam. Johnson

Sam Anne, bap 20.4.1671 (of Dunwood)

Tho m 30.4.1674 (of Leek) Jane Malkin
Anne, bap 1.4.1675 (of Leek)

Eliz, bap 5.4.1679 (of Leek)

Joane (of Rushton) m 3.8.1681 Rich. Goodwin (of Tetesworth)

Anne m 31.8.1682 Tho. Rider

Jane (of Leek) m 3.9.1682 James Harrison

Mary m 8.10.1684 John Andrew

Lydia m 5.5.1687 James Braddocke

Sam of parish of Leek m 28.9.1689 Mary Shoplebothum of Wincle

Jane m 7.11.1693 Tho. Wood

Hannah (p Leek) =Rich Myott (of Horton) Martha, bap 8.11.1693

Anne (of Rushton) m 13.2.1693/4 John Clowes

Sarah (p Leek) m 8.11.1694 Tho. Rogers

Figure 25.5: Leek Plants: II. Other 17th Century Records
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(a) Staffordshire amongst
the 1881 county boundaries
of England and Wales

(b) Leek parish at the north of the Totmonslow Hundred of NE
Stafforshire

(c) The Quarters of Leek parish

Figure 25.6: Location of Leek parish in Staffordshire, adjoining the county of Cheshire and sepa-
rated by Alstonefield parish from Derbyshire


